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ORDER OF THE SERVICE OF THE WORD  
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

NOVEMBER 28, 2021 - 8:00 AM 
 

A warm welcome to all worshiping with Resurrection Lutheran Church today. We celebrate our 
Savior’s love in the faithful gathering of God’s people, whether we are together in God’s house or, 
as you watch online from the comfort of your home. 
 
For those individuals or families desiring a space that is physically distanced, please feel welcome to 
sit in the rows that are marked as reserved.  
 

LESSONS AND LITURGY TODAY 
 
Advent begins a new church year with a note of anticipation and assurance – anticipation that the 
days are coming when the Lord will return, and assurance that the Lord has already come to save 
us. Advent has a present focus in Christ's coming to us now in Word and Sacrament. There is also a 
forward focus in the Christ Who has promised to return at the end of days and bring to completion 
what He began in His Incarnation. So we prepare to celebrate His coming at Christmas, His coming 
into our hearts in faith through the Holy Spirit, and to await joyfully His coming at the Last Day. 

 
❖ Denotes times when the congregation is invited to stand. 

The congregation is encouraged to quietly and prayerfully prepare for worship during the prelude. 

 

PRELUDE   
RINGING IN THE NEW CHURCH YEAR 
Processional Alleluia – K. McChesney         Heavenly Handbells 

 

GREETING 
 

❖ INVOCATION 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  

 

❖ LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 THE FIRST CANDLE:   THE PROPHECY CANDLE 
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P As we light the first candle on our Advent wreath, we recall with thanksgiving the 
vivid and courageous words and actions of the prophets.   

 Called by God and overtaken by the Word, they spoke forth God’s Truth and  
pointed to the coming of the Messiah. Their words still call us to faith and to action. 

C Lord Christ, come among us and by Your Spirit, grant us the courage to  
speak and to act as those who have been called and chosen to carry Your  
Word to our world. Raise up among us wise and faithful messengers of Your  
Grace and Peace. In Your Strong Name, Amen. 

 

❖ SONG 
           We Light the Candle   
 

We light the candle of hope, we light the candle of hope! 
This candlelight, burning bright, reminds us that Christ brings hope. 
We light the candle of hope, we light the candle of hope! 
He’s coming soon, Emmanuel; Jesus will bring us hope!  
 
Text © 1998 A. Steven Taranto and Susan K. Fair. Used by permission. Chorsiters Guild 

 

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY Jeremiah 33:14-16 [ESV] 
(Through the prophet, the Lord declares the coming of the Fulfillment of His Promised Messiah.) 

 
14“Behold, the days are coming, declares 
the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah.   
15 In those days and at that time I will 
cause a Righteous Branch to spring up for 
David,  

and He shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land.   
16 In those days Judah will be saved, and 
Jerusalem will dwell securely.   
And this is the name by which It will be 
called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSE 

 
P “The days are coming,” declares the Lord. 
C In those days God’s people will be saved. 
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P There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. 
C They will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 
 
P Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
C that the King of Glory may come in. 
 

❖   CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P      Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with the anxieties of life.   

Be always on watch and take time to pray. 
C Most Merciful God, You are our Righteousness. As Your baptized children, 

we are saved. Yet today we confess how often we do not live, speak, or think  
like Your Own people.   

 
P Our love does not overflow to others, but it is often directed selfishly. 
C Lord, make our love increase and overflow. 
 
P Our hearts are full of blame and un-holiness. 
C Strengthen our hearts, so that we will be blameless and holy in Your Presence, 

O God. Forgive our sins for Jesus’ sake. Help us to live as Your redeemed  
people. Amen. 

 
P The Lord is indeed Our Righteousness. He declares us righteous because of the  

Life, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer.   
 As God’s Called and ordained servant, I announce God’s Grace to you; and,  

representing Christ, and at His Command, I forgive you all your sins in the Name of  

the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
C     Amen. Let us live in the joy of His Forgiving Love. 
 

❖ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up, we implore You, Your Power, O Lord, and come;  
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C that, by Your Protection, we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our  
sins; and be saved by Your Mighty Deliverance; for You live and reign with  
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

❖ ENTRANCE HYMN   
The Advent of Our King                                                  LSB 331 

 
1. The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy.  

 

2. The everlasting Son Incarnate deigns to be, 
Himself a servant’s form puts on To set His servants free.  

 

3. O Zion’s daughter, rise To meet your lowly King, 
Nor let your faithless heart despise The peace He comes to bring.  

 

4. As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come again 
And His true members all unite With Him in heav’n to reign.  

 

5. Before the dawning day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on.  

 

6. All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity. 
 
Text (sts. 1-6): Public domain. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

EPISTLE I Thessalonians 3:9-13 [ESV] 
(Paul expresses his hope for God’s People: growing faith, overflowing love, and readiness for Jesus’ return.) 

 
9 For what thanksgiving can we return to 
God for you, for all the joy that we feel 
for your sake before our God, 10 as we 
pray most earnestly night and day that we 
may see you face to face and supply what 
is lacking in your faith?   
11 Now may our God and Father Himself, 
and our Lord Jesus,  

direct our way to you, 12 and may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in 
love for one another and for all, as we do 
for you, 13 so that He may establish your 
hearts blameless in holiness before our 
God and Father, at the Coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all His saints.
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                  Psalm 25:1-10 [ESV] 
     (The psalmist prays for God to remember His mercy and guide His people in truth.) 

 
L To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.  
C O my God, in You I trust;  
 
L let me not be put to shame;  
C let not my enemies exult over me.  
 
L Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame; 
C they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.  
 
L Make me to know Your Ways, O LORD;  
C teach me Your Paths.  
 
L Lead me in Your Truth and teach me,  
C for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the day long.  
 
L Remember Your Mercy, O LORD, and Your Steadfast Love, 
C for they have been from of old.  
 
L Remember not the sins of my youth  
C or my transgressions;  
 
L according to Your Steadfast Love remember me,  
C for the sake of Your Goodness, O LORD! 
 
L Good and upright is the LORD; 
C therefore He instructs sinners in the way.  
 
L He leads the humble in what is right,  
C and teaches the humble His Way.  
 
L All the Paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
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C for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

❖ HOLY GOSPEL        Luke 21:25-36 [ESV] 
(Our Lord warns us to watch and pray as we await His Coming in Glory.) 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
25 “And there will be signs in sun and 
moon and stars, and on the earth distress 
of nations in perplexity because of the 
roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people 
fainting with fear and with foreboding of 
what is coming on the world.   
For the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken.   
27 And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory.   
28 Now when these things begin to take 
place, straighten up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing 
near.”   
29 And He told them a parable:   
“Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 
 30 As soon as they come out in leaf, you 
see for yourselves and know that the 
summer is already near.   

31 So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the Kingdom 
of God is near.   
32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will 
not pass away until all has taken place. 
 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
My Words will not pass away.   
34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts 
be weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and cares of this life, 
and that Day come upon you suddenly  
like a trap.   
35 For it will come upon all who dwell on 
the face of the whole earth.   
36 But stay awake at all times, praying that 
you may have strength to escape all these 
things that are going to take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.”

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, Lord Christ.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                           Pastor Alan Shaw 
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HYMN                         
 Savior of the Nations, Come                          LSB 332 

 
1. Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth.  

 
2. Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh—Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.  

 
3. Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne. 

 
4. Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began.  

 
5. God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown.  

 
6. For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul.  
 
7. From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides. 
 

❖8. Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity. 
 
Text (sts. 1-2) and Tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission: onelicense.net, number A-701709. 
Text (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission: onelicense.net, number A-701709. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

SERMON                       A Righteous Branch for the Nations                 Pastor Alan Shaw 
       Jeremiah 33:14-16             
 

❖   CREED  
     NICENE CREED  
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C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God,  
C His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  
Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 
the Father, by Whom all things were made;  
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from Heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into Heaven and sits at the Right Hand of the Father. And He 
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose 
Kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the  Life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

❖ GREETING OF PEACE 
 
All are invited to greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3) Any gesture 
accompanying this greeting (wave, hand over heart with slight bow, or handshake) is welcome. 

 

OFFERING 

(The offerings of God’s people will be received through electronic giving, by postal mail, and in 
baskets located in the Narthex.) 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

Celebration – J. Krug            Heavenly Handbells 
 

❖ PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     
 
P Righteous and Holy God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, came among us to be our Savior 
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from sin and death. He will come again in glory to bring us to Himself. We await 
His Coming with eager anticipation, and prayerful watching. 

 
P That we be ready for His Second Advent, we pray, by your Spirit’s Power:   
C increase our faith. 
 
P For the gift of salvation, for reconciliation between You, O Lord, and fallen sinners 

through Jesus Christ; and for the bond of peace created by Your Love between  
husbands and wives, parents and children, brothers and sisters. 

C we give You thanks, O Lord.   
 
P Come, Lord Jesus, to Your Church. 
C On this first Sunday of a new Church Year, rekindle in us the joy of Your 

Presence. Bless those who worship in this place, and let Your Kingdom come 
here to all who seek You in this house of prayer. 

 
P Come, Lord Jesus, to Your world. 
C Bless missionaries, pastors, teachers, and all who bear the light of the Gospel, 

that we may be for those in darkness a sign of Your Everlasting Love through
 Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
  

After each additional petition: 

P Lord, in Your Mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
P We ask Your Mercy on all for whom we pray, O Lord, trusting that You will answer. 

In Jesus’ name, 
C Amen. 
 
P Jesus, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

❖ LORD'S PRAYER 
 
C  Our Father Who art in Heaven, 
           hallowed be Thy Name, 
           Thy Kingdom come, 
           Thy Will be done on earth 
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           as it is in Heaven; 
           give us this day our daily bread; 
           and forgive us our trespasses 
           as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
           but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the Kingdom 
           and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

❖ BENEDICTION 
 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His Face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 
C Amen. 
 

❖ CLOSING HYMN   
The King Shall Come                                               LSB 348 

 
1. The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks, 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills And life to joy awakes.  

 
2. Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky.  

 
3. Oh, brighter than the rising morn When Christ, victorious, rose 
And left the lonesome place of death Despite the rage of foes.  

 
4. Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race 
The day when Christ in splendor comes And we shall see His face.  

 
5. The King shall come when morning dawns And light and beauty brings. 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:  Come quickly, King of kings! 
 
Text (sts. 1-5) and Tune: Public domain. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder. © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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L Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord -  George Blake  

 
+  +  +  +  +  +          + 
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