
 
  



 
 

 

THE ORDER OF THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT        
MARCH 27, 2022 – 8:00 AM 

 
A warm welcome to all worshiping with Resurrection Lutheran Church today. We celebrate our 
Savior’s love in the faithful gathering of God’s people, whether we are together in God’s house or, 
as you watch online from the comfort of your home. 
 
LESSONS AND LITURGY TODAY 
 

JESUS’ VICTORY, OUR STRENGTH  
 
Jesus’ journey (ministry) begins with the temptation in the wilderness. Throughout His entire 
journey, He always knew He was going to His death. Along the way, Jesus continued to show us the 
way to be in relationship with Him. Dependability on the protection of the Son, the gift of 
repentance and reception of forgiveness, the undeserved and unending generosity of the Father, and 
the finality of the death of our Savior which is for the decimation of our sins. During this Lenten 
season, we will journey with Jesus to the cross where His victory became our strength.    
 
The mercy and generosity of the Father trumps all else. Whether we find ourselves identifying with 
the older or younger brother, in Jesus’ parable, we all rely on the Father’s willingness to receive a 
repentant heart. The Father does not look down upon anyone who comes to Him humbled by their 
sin and willing to receive forgiveness. Therefore, we also should mirror the generosity and mercy of 
the Father, looking upon all as those who need the gifts only the Father can give.   
 

 Denotes times when the congregation is invited to stand. 
The congregation is encouraged to quietly and prayerfully prepare for worship during the prelude. 

 
PRELUDE 

Partita on “Wondrous Love” – M. Bedford  
 
WELCOME 
 
  INVOCATION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P 
C 

In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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HYMN 
Jesus Sinners Doth Receive                                           LSB 609, vs. 1-4      

 
1. Jesus sinners doth receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder 
Who in sin’s delusions live And from God and heaven wander! 
Here is hope for all who grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.  

 
2. We deserve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; Here our ills have perfect healing. 
Firmly in these words believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.  

 
3. Sheep that from the fold did stray No true shepherd e’er forsaketh; 
Weary souls that lost their way Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh 
In His arms that they may live: Jesus sinners doth receive.  

 
4. I, a sinner, come to Thee With a penitent confession. 
Savior, mercy show to me; Grant for all my sins remission. 
Let these words my soul relieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.  
 
Text (sts. 1-4) and Music: Public domain. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder. © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
   CONFESSION                       John 20:21-23 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins  
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ to  
grant us forgiveness. 

  Our help is in the Name of the Lord, 
C Who made Heaven and earth. 

 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
P O Almighty God, Merciful Father, 
C 
 
 
 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities  
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal  
and eternal punishment.  
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C But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray  
You of Your Boundless Mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,  
bitter sufferings and death of Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be  
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

  ABSOLUTION 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of  
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
  PSALM          Psalm 32 [ESV] 

(Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.) 
 
L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  
C Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,  

and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  
 
L For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  
C For day and night Your Hand was heavy upon me;  

my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah  
 
L I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not cover my iniquity;  
C I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”  

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah  
 
L Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to You at a time when You may 

be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.  
C You are a hiding place for me; You preserve me from trouble;  

You surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah 
 
L I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;  
C I will counsel you with my eye upon you.  
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L Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must be curbed  
with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you.  

C Many are the sorrows of the wicked,  
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.  

 
L Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous,  

and shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 
 
  GLORIA PATRI 
 

 

 
 
 
  KYRIE 
 

 

 
 
 
  SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
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P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray.  
 Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, Your Mercies are new every morning; and  

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide  
for all our needs of body and soul.  

C Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful Goodness, give thanks  
 for all Your Benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus  
 Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy  

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 12:1-6 [ESV] 

(The Lord has become my Salvation.) 
 
You will say in that day:  
“I will give thanks to You, O LORD, 
    for though You were angry with me, 
Your Anger turned away, 
    that You might comfort me.  
“Behold, God is my Salvation; 
    I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the LORD GOD is my Strength and my 
Song,  
    and He has become my Salvation.”  
With joy you will draw water from the 
wells of salvation.  
And you will say in that day:  

“Give thanks to the LORD, 
    call upon His Name,  
make known His Deeds among the 
peoples,  
    proclaim that His Name is exalted.  
“Sing praises to the LORD, for He has 
done gloriously; 
    let this be made known in all the earth.  
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of 
Zion, 
    for great in your midst is the Holy One 
of Israel.”

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL                   
           God So Loved the World – J. Stainer           Sanctuary Choir 
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God so loved the world, 
That He gave his only begotten Son, 
That who-so believeth in Him 
Should not perish,  
But have everlasting life. 

 
For God sent not His Son 
Into the world to condemn the world, 
But that the world through Him might be saved. 

 
EPISTLE              2 Corinthians 5:16-21 [ESV]                       

(If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.) 
 
From now on, therefore, we regard no 
one according to the flesh.   
Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard Him 
thus no longer.   
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation.  The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come.   
All this is from God,  
Who through Christ reconciled us to 
Himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation;  

that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to Himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to 
us the message of reconciliation.   
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
God making His appeal through us.   
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.   
For our sake He made Him to be sin Who 
knew no sin, so that in Him we might 
become the Righteousness of God.

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
  VERSE 
 
P [O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, the Founder and Perfecter of our faith, Who 

for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the Right Hand of the Throne of God. 

C The father said to his servants, "This my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found." (Luke 15:22a, 24a) 

 
 HOLY GOSPEL               Luke 15:1-3a, 11-32 [ESV] 

(The parable of the prodigal son.) 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
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Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear Him.   
And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying,  
“This man receives sinners and eats with them.”   
So He told them this parable: 

 
And He said, “There was a man who had 
two sons.   
And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that is coming to me.’   
And he divided his property between 
them.   
Not many days later, the younger son 
gathered all he had and took a journey 
into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living.  
And when he had spent everything, a 
severe famine arose in that country, and 
he began to be in need.   
So he went and hired himself out to one 
of the citizens of that country, who sent 
him into his fields to feed pigs.   
And he was longing to be fed with the 
pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave 
him anything.  
“But when he came to himself, he said, 
‘How many of my father's hired servants 
have more than enough bread,  
but I perish here with hunger!   
I will arise and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.   
Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’   
And he arose and came to his father.   
But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and felt compassion, and 
ran and embraced him and kissed him.  
And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you.   
I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’   
But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring 
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on 
his feet. And bring the fattened calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate.   
For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found.’   
And they began to celebrate.  
“Now his older son was in the field,  
and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing.   
And he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant.  
And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the 
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fattened calf, because he has received him 
back safe and sound.’   
But he was angry and refused to go in.  
His father came out and entreated him, 
but he answered his father, ‘Look, these 
many years I have served you,  
and I never disobeyed your command, yet 
you never gave me a young goat, that I 
might celebrate with my friends.   

But when this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fattened calf for him!’   
And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always 
with me, and all that is mine is yours.   
It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for 
this your brother was dead, and is alive;  
he was lost, and is found.’”

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                             Pastor Jonathan Blanke 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                    

God Loved the World So That He Gave                                            LSB 571 
 

1. God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save, 
That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive. 

 
2. Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 
3. God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh; 
His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.  

 
4. Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son Forgives all sins which you have done; 
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

 
5. If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith. 
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6. Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, Be praise now and eternally! 

 
Text (sts. 1-6) and Music: Public domain. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder. © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
SERMON                                    The God Who Seeks                     Pastor Jonathan Blanke                                    
                                         Luke 15:1-3a, 11-32 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION STUDENTS 

Elena Bostick, Kira Bostick 
 
  GREETING OF PEACE 
 
All are invited to greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3) 
Any gesture accompanying this greeting (wave, hand over heart with slight bow, or handshake) is welcome. 
 
OFFERING  
 

(The offerings of God’s people will be received through electronic giving, by postal mail, 
and in baskets located in the Narthex.) 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

            God Be in My Head – P. Wilby               Sanctuary Choir 
 Rebecca Melland-Kuo, soloist

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 
God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 
God be at mine end, and at my departing. 

 
 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     
 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according 

to their needs.  
 
 
 
 

10 



 

 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 
P Lord, in Your Mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
P Into Your Hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,  

trusting in Your Mercy for the Sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 LORD'S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father Who art in Heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy Name, 
     Thy Kingdom come, 
     Thy Will be done on earth 

      as it is in Heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
     For Thine is the Kingdom 
     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 BENEDICTION                   LSB 202 
 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His Face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 

 
 
  CLOSING HYMN 

What Wondrous Love Is This                                                 LSB 543 
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1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
    What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 
2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
    When I was sinking down Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
    To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing.  

 
4. And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
    And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

 
Text (sts. 1-4) and Tune: Public domain. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder. © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

  
  P          Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 C         Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

V. Fugue from Partita on “Wondrous Love” – M. Bedford 
 
Acknowledgments 
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Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway  
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Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
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Join us for Wednesday Night Worship during Lent 
as we explore the theme, 

You Meant It For Evil, But God Meant It For Good! 
  

Wednesdays, 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary* 
March 9-April 6 

  

Throughout the Passion narrative, the chief priests, 
the teachers of the Law, Pontus Pilate, Judas Iscariot, 

and Satan, attempted to get rid of Jesus. 
This Lenten season, we recall how God uses 

events intended for evil in His Plan of Salvation. 
  

May we all be led to confess with Joseph in the Old 
Testament, “You meant it for evil, 

but God meant it for good.” 
 

(Genesis 50:20) 
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 Holy Week Observances and Easter Sunday Celebrations 
 

Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion Weekend 
  

Saturday, April 9 
6:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary  
   

Sunday, April 10 
8:00 am*, 9:30 am 
  Sanctuary Festival Worship with Holy Communion 
11:00 am* Praise and Worship with Holy Communion, Family Life Center 
 

Maundy Thursday 
  

Thursday, April 14 
4:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary 
7:00 pm* Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary 

   (First Communion for 5th Grade Students) 
 

Good Friday 
  

Friday, April 15 
12:00 pm Worship, Sanctuary 
7:00 pm* Tenebrae Service, Sanctuary 
   
Easter Weekend  
  

Saturday, April 16  (No Worship Service) 
  

Sunday, April 17 
6:30 am Sanctuary Easter Worship 
8:00 am*, 9:30 am  
  Sanctuary Easter Festival Worship with Holy Communion 
11:00 am* Praise Worship with Holy Communion, Family Life Center 

 
*Live Stream Services Indicated with Asterisk 
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100 Lochmere Drive West, Cary NC 27518 
rlcary.org 

919-851-7248   |   office@rlcary.org 
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